
Black Henbane 
Hyoscyamus niger 

Family;  Solanaceae 

Common Names:  Hog’s Bean, Stinking Nightshade 

Species Affected:  Livestock and Humans  

Toxin: Tropane Alkaloids 

Description:  Stems are erect, leafy, thick, coarse, and very hairy. Leaves are alternate and large with 

coarsely toothed to shallow lobed edges.  Leaves can be u to 6 inches wide and 8 inches long. Grayish-

green in color, With a white mid-vein.  Flowers are funnel or bulb shaped. Yellow-brownish flowers with 

dark purple center and veins. Flowers are arranged, along with stems, bracts, and all, in a long spike-like 

fashion.  

Growing Locations:  Black Henbane is primarily found in sandy, well drained silt loam soils. It does not like 

to grow in water logged soil settings. It is common in disturbed open sites like rangeland, and pastures, 

along fence rows, roadsides, riparian areas, waste areas, and grazed sites as well.  

Most Toxic When: The entire plant has the tropane alkaloids scopolamine, atropine, tropane and hyoscy-

amine, but the seeds are the most toxic. Although livestock does not usually find Black Henbane to be ap-

petizing, almost any animal will eat it if there is nothing else to eat. The fruit is shaped like an urn and re-

leases hundreds of hard brown seeds when ripe.  

Signs and Symptoms: Black Henbane poisonings can vary depending on the amount eaten, size of your 

animal, and how often it has been consumed. However, the most common signs of toxicity are: Dry mouth 

and throat, blurry vision that can lead to blindness without treatment, dilated pupils, eye pain, dizziness, headache, 

restlessness, appetite loss, diarrhea, muscle spasms, fast and irregular heart rate, disorientation, nausea, and ab-

normal sexual arousal delirium and hallucinations, convulsions, liver damage (yellow skin and eyes, weakness, leth-

argy), coma, respiratory paralysis, and death.  

Preventative Measures:   

Mechanical– Cultivation, Hand pulling  or digging. These are good methods for control when facing small-

er infestations. Pulling plants when the soil is moist will help with getting the entire root. Make sure if the 

plant has matured you are carefully bagging the plant and getting all seeds disposed of. Sites should be 

monitored multiple times a year. Repeat for at least 5 years.  

Chemical– Several herbicides are listed as providing control of Black Henbane. Milestone, Dicamba, Tor-

don, and Escort  are all recommended herbicides when treating for Black Henbane.  

Biological– There are no biological controls  
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